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               Thank you to
our Pastor Search Committee for all of the

time they have spent since last October in

their quest to secure a pastor for W BC. 

Soon their efforts will come to fruition!

 This Month We  Celebrate:
our congregation’s call by acclamation to
Rev. Daniel Willson as our senior pastor on
March 15.  He, his wife Wendy, and their 4
children are slated to arrive here by the first of
May.

April Birthdays

(2) Priscilla Briggs, Tucker

Coleman; (3) Les Bennett,

David Buckle; (4) Mary Ann

Fagley, Joan Gilkison; (7)

Debbie Taber; (9) Susan

Alsing; (11) David Davenport,

Ed Sadowski; (16) Elinor W arren; (17)Jim

Parker; (22) Cathy Short; (23) Connie

Freise; (25) Elaine Beckman; (28) Tim

Cross; (29) Richard Scholl

Help Needed

The Fellowship Hour needs volunteers! 
Please take one (or more) Sundays to provide
either store-bought or homemade cookies. 
Both children and adults enjoy having a treat
before church.  The youth furnish the
beverages.  If you’ll help, please sign up on
the calendar in the Fellowship Lounge.

Deacon of the Month

Bobbie McLane is our Deacon of

the Month for April. Born in

Alexandria, VA, she graduated

f rom  G eorge  W as h ing ton

University with teaching endorsements in

both English and Social Studies and  earned

a Masters from W illiam & Mary in Special

Education. Of her 30 years in public

education, her last 10 were spent as a GED

instructor at the VA Peninsula Regional Jail. 

She and her husband, Earl, have a son and

a daughter, 4 grandsons, a granddaughter,

and a great granddaughter. They’ve lived in

W illiamsburg since 1965. In1969 they joined

W BC, where their lives have been spiritually

enriched by this fellowship for 46 years!

0  Deadline for the May Spire is

 April 15.

Submissions Due for Book of Reports!

Please remember that the WBC First Quarter
Business Meeting will be held on Sunday,
April 26 following the service and a potluck
luncheon.  Please submit your committee’s
report to the office by no later than April 10th

since the Book of Reports must be ready for
distribution by April 17 .  Thank you very much.th
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 Our vision 
is to be a caring congregation seeking the will of God, reaching out to all, and

committed to serving a suffering world in the name of Jesus.

                 VIRGINIA BAPTIST DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING
         

The Missions Council hoped to host Virginia Baptist Disaster Relief training at

W BC, but our parking lot is unsuitable for the big rigs used as feed station and

command center.  You can be trained for this vital ministry - deployed recently

in Southwest Virginia where record snowfall collapsed buildings - at Orcutt

Baptist Church in Newport News May 1 - 2, or at St. Paul’s Baptist Church in

Richmond May 29 - 30.  Contact Margaret Baber for information.

Love to Read?

The WBC Book Group meets Wed., April 22, at 2 pm to

share reading experiences.  Because of the recent snow

and ice, a revised schedule has been posted. The April

selection is “The Irresistible Revolution: Living as an

Ordinary Radical” by Shane Claiborne

  

                                       Calendar for    

C 2  -Maundy Thursday service, 7:00 pmnd

! 3   -All Together Meeting, South Wing, 12 noonrd

! 5  -    Easter Sunday (and Food for FISH collection)th

! 6  - Senior Adult Coffee, Panera Bread, 9:00 amth

C 8 -  Women for Mission meeting, South Wing, 10:00 amth

C 8 -  Wednesday Evening Fellowship Dinner, 6:00 pmth

C 9 -  Mission Council Meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 10 - Personnel Committee Meeting, 10:00 amth

C 13  -Deacons Meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 14 - Finance Council meeting, 2:00 pmth

C 15  -Forever Young Luncheon, Location TBD, 12:00 pmth

C 19   Student Gym Bag collectionth

C 20  Leadership Council meeting, 7:00 pm th

C 22  WBC Book Club Meeting, Fellowship Lounge, 2:00 pmnd

C 23  Afternoon Break at Panera Bread, 2:00 pmrd

Community Café Williamsburg

The Community Café W illiamsburg will be held on Thursday,

April 16, from 1 pm to 3 pm at St. Martin's Episcopal

Church, 1333 Jamestown Road.  This month's theme

focuses on transitions through different stages of retirement.  Admission is

free and open to all W illiamsburg/JCC residents 60 or over.  There will also be

games with group prizes.

Mark your calendar for the April 8  Fellowship Dinnerth : The date has

been backed up by a week to avoid conflicts with Holy W eek. The speaker

willl be Shannon W oloszynowski, the president of the Greater W illiamsburg

Outreach Mission (GW OM), which is planning a day shelter for the

homeless.   The cost of the dinner remains at $6 per person.
.

Easter Schedule

Palm Sunday, March 29, 11:00 am
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt, 3:00 - 4:30 pm

Maundy Thursday Service, April 2, 7:00 pm

              Easter Sunday, April 5, 11:00 am 

                                  A Special Thank You

The Mission Council would like to express appreciation for your generosity

in the numerous ways you support the requests to help others.  There were

over 30 Easter baskets lovingly filled and beautifully decorated that will

delight so many children.  Also, a collection of change thus far this year of

$23.30 has been sent to the Hospice House, with their heartfelt thanks.  We

give God honor and glory in all that we do!

http://www.williamsburgbaptist.com
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RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED

A Message from the WBC Moderator

      We have a new Pastor who will be arriving the 1  of May. st

“Let us rejoice and be glad in it.”  Reverend Daniel Willson and
his family will be moving to Williamsburg from Martinsville, and
Daniel will be in the pulpit May 3 .  It is important that we giverd

some thought to how he will be received, and how we will
personally respond to his presence amongst us.  Some of us

are rejoicing with open arms.  Others of us are more reserved
and are anxiously awaiting his arrival to see what he is like.  A
few of us may be a bit skeptical but hoping for the best. This is
natural for any congregation comprised of individuals from so
many different walks of life. 
      I have read and learned much about new Pastors and their
arrival in churches where they are anxious to serve.  Some of
what I’ve learned is good and some is very bad!  Following are
some thoughts garnered from experiences similar to ours.
      We have prepared for change, and fully anticipate that
changes will occur - not all at once, but certainly over time.  We
are told through the experience of others that change itself
should not be threatening.  We may accept this, but then may
quietly add “as long as the change does not affect areas in which
I personally want no change.” Such an attitude is destructive. If
we are of this ilk, then we must change how we view change.
      The arrival of a new Pastor sometimes creates a feeling of
euphoria for many. This can result in an attitude of both
excitement and complacency. We need to be careful that we
greet Daniel with arms stretched wide, but also with a willingness
to be open to where he is on his Christian pilgrimage, and we
need to be willing to accept some of his thoughts and ideas
which may not currently be our own. One of our recent Pastors
told me that the one thing we should do when a new Pastor
arrives is to FOLLOW him with respect.
       This is not to suggest, however, that we engage in blind
obedience. We have a tendency to revere Pastors - most often
in words and actions, though less often and less kind in our
personal thoughts. We are advised to be both “real” and open -
not to cluster in small groups to criticize and discuss areas of
personal concern. Honesty and integrity, we are told, are keys to
a healthy Pastor/congregant relationship.
       It is also suggested that one person be assigned to help
orient a new Pastor to the church. He does not know it until he
reads this, but David Chestnutt is the ideal, unofficial member
who could introduce Daniel to the complexities and
idiosyncrasies of our church. A strong relationship between
David and Daniel has already been established and is healthy.
     Finally, we are advised not to overdo our natural desire to
protect and “mother” Daniel. One of our State Baptist leaders
recently told me that we need to be careful not to engage in
“unintentional counterproductive behavior,” which he explains as
our natural tendency to smother him with perfection and
protection when what he needs is reality and space to find his
own path among open and honest members.
      We look forward to welcoming Daniel and his entire family!

 ~ Bob Kidd, Moderator

 April Notes

     Suggested FISH donations for April:  cereal,

oatmeal, other non-perishable foods..   

     The next Women for Missions  meeting will take

place at 10:00 am on W ednesday, April 8.

    The next meeting of the Missions Council will be on

Thursday, April 9, at 2:00 pm.

to all who participated in staffing the

Community of Faith Mission winter shelter

on March 3 .    rd

Easter Sunday is April 5th

The 11:00 am Communion Service with be led by Dr. F.

Scott Spencer.  Dr. Spencer is the Professor of New

Testament and Biblical Interpretations at the Baptist

Theological Seminary at Richmond. 

         Butterfly Release

Several of you have expressed the desire to continue
the new tradition of the Butterfly Release in June. 

This will be the third year.  After a conference with Bobbie McLane,
Nancy Moore has agreed to take the lead in planning, organizing,
and initiating the butterfly release on June 18 at 2:00 pm in the
courtyard.  More information will be available to you as the time
gets closer; but for now, if you are interested in participating, please
mark June 18 (Thursday) at 2:00 on your calendar.  We look
forward to this very special time of love and memory of our loved
ones.  If you have questions, please contact Bobbie McLane.

           Baby Shower for Haiti
The Missions Council is collecting baby items to support
the work of CBF field personnel, Jenny Jenkins, who runs

a clinic in rural Haiti. We need these new, light-weight items
Clothing under 12 mo. size: T-shirts, undershirts, gowns,

sleepers (no onesies, please)
Other needs: cloth diapers, wash cloths, receiving blankets
Financial donations: each baby care kit costs $5 to ship

so donations will be appreciated.  Mark them w/ “Haiti”
and place in the Sunday offering.

Items may be placed in the baskets in the Lounge by Sunday,
April 19 for assembly by the children and youth.

 

Rob Fox, President of the Cooperative Baptist

Fellowship of Virginia, spoke to the

congregation about the organization’s initiatives

- especially those in Haiti - at the March 4 th

Fellowship Dinner. 

Like to Play GOLF?
“From His Hands” is sponsoring a golf tournament at

Stonehouse on Friday, April 17 in order to feed the

hungry and homeless. Th $89 cost includes 18 holes - with

cart, goody bag, box lunch and unlimited driving range

balls plus prizes for contests!  Contact Kay Cheves or

David Buckle, or register at www.uwgw.org/fromhishands.

ATTENTION SCHOLARSHIP HOPEFULS!  

Pitts Scholarship applications are currently available from the

office or in the Fellowship Lounge. They are due by May 1st.

BUDGET PLANNING
As of March 26th, W BC has received 53 pledges

representing 77 members totaling $179,040.  Those of you

who have yet to submit your pledge are requested to do so

ASAP, in order for the Finance Council to have accurate

information regarding the 2015 budget.

                           - Lee Foster, Financial Secretary

    ERASE THE NEED
At the February Fellowship dinner, Pam

Frazier, outreach director for W JCC schools

(shown here with Missions Chair Kay

Cheves), described the many challenges to

students who have no permanent home.  W e collect small-

sized, non-perishable food items and toilet paper to assist the

families of middle school students on the 3  Sunday of eachrd

month. 

               MEALS ON WHEELS
The W omen for Missions recently met on March

11 .  Tiffany Pattie from Meals on W heels (whichth

has its office in our East W ing) was the guest speaker.  She

is pictured here. For 40 years, W BC has provided office

space to Meals on W heels as its volunteers deliver nutritious

food and warm human contact to the homebound in

W illiamsburg.
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